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and France by the following communication of Count Ciano
to M. Fran9ois Poncet and Sir Percy Loraine, the French
and British Ambassadors in Rome:
" His Majesty the Emperor and King of Italy declares
that from to-morrow, June iiiht Italy considers herself in a
state of war with France and Great Britain.'f
As its commentary, this text had the traditional
Mussolinian oration from the balcony of the Palazzo di
Venezia. It is fitting to enshrine here as in a casket the
following passage, which will remain in the history of Italy
as a challenge to truth and honour which has never yet
been equalled, and probably never will be.
" The hour marked with the seal of destiny has struck,
the hour of irrevocable decisions. The Ambassadors of Great
Britain and France have already been notified of the declara-
tion of war.
" Our conscience is absolutely at ease. The world is witness
that Italy has done everything which was humanly possible
to avoid war, but all in vain. Henceforward that belongs to
the past. To-day we are resolved to brave the risks and
sacrifices of war in view of the supreme goal assigned to us
by the course of history. Our arms will solve the problems
presented by. maritime and continental frontiers. The die
is cast."
No doubt Signer Mussolini did not anticipate the
bludgeon blow that Mr. Roosevelt was going to bring down
on his head by the plain statement of facts in the course
of the speech which he pronounced on prize-giving day
at the University of Virginia. This portion of the speech
deserves to be quoted almost in full, for it confounded,
and for ever will confound, Signor Mussolini.
" More than three months ago the Chief of the Italian
Government sent me word that because of the determination
of Italy to limit as far as possible the spread of the European
conflict, more than two hundred million people in the Medi-
terranean had -been enabled to escape the suffering and
devastation of war. I informed the Chief of the Italian
Government that this desire on the part of Italy to prevent